Eugen Jurzyca
Minister of Education
Ministry of Education
Stromová 1
SK-813 30 Bratislava
SLOVAKIA
Dear Minister,

Lack of progress in the integration of Romani children in the education system
More than a year has passed since your government declared its intention to end segregation in schools based on ethnic origin. I am concerned to learn that no concrete measure has been taken to achieve this goal.

Out of the total population in Slovakia, only 10 per cent are Roma. Yet, Romani children represent 85 per cent of children attending special classes. This is a clear indication of discrimination and segregation.

The draft “Concept of Primary and Secondary Education” published in June 2011 does not list the principles of non-discrimination and enforcement of the ban on segregation as explicit objectives of the reform. Some recommendations, however, have been included, such as the adoption of a definition of segregation in the anti-discrimination law, and the need to monitor, evaluate and publish information on segregation and desegregation practices in schools.

Thousands of Romani children remain trapped in a cycle of poverty and discrimination which to a high degree is due to their inferior education. 

I urge you to do everything possible to solve this serious problem.

Yours sincerely and respectfully,
